








Handout A: Bird D

Identify this bird (courtesy of NBII):




Choosing a Bird Based on Experience

Objective: Students will identify a bird to write about.

In Exercise A students learned that writers write from experience and
that they already possess some experience of birds.

In Exercise B you'll direct students to rely on this experience (and their
natural interests) to select a bird for which they can write a scene
involving Claire. For instance, of the three chapters from which the
student can choose, chapter 10 takes place in winter, while chapters 13
and 16 are set in the spring. A student who wants to write a scene with a
hummingbird should not select chapter 10 (a winter setting) since
hummingbirds migrate south in September. Remember that the scene
setting is in Central Pennsylvania.

Necessary Preparation & Materials
* The teacher will want familiarity with the book’s Web site
http: //www.ofthewing.com
Direct students to the Meet the Birds page as well as the author’s
Bird Blog. About the Book also includes a short interview with
the author, which provides insights into the book and its
characters.

e Other Online Bird Resources:
o All About Birds
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/

o PA Photo Gallery by Robert Snyder

http://www.pbase.com/bobsnyderphotography/winter bir
ds 09
This is an excellent location for a survey of winter birds in Central PA

e Handout B for class distribution.



Exercise B (continued)

Class Activity (one hour session)
(Students should have access to their copies of The Legend Awakes.)

1. Begin by taking a show of hands to see how many students have
chosen a bird for their writing assignment. Ask students who have
made a decision to briefly share their choice with the class. If too
many students are selecting the same bird, encourage them to
explore other possibilities. Suggest that they may want to change
their minds after researching more birds on the Web. (5 minutes)

2. Before students begin in-class Web-based research on birds,
introduce the sites they will visit and explain the value of each
source. You can do so by passing out handouts of the Web
addresses (or print this information on the white erase boards)
and briefly discussing the nature of each site’s value to their
research goals. See Handout B. (5 minutes)

3. Remind students that the bird they select MUST be one that suits
the season and situation of the chapter they select. Underscore the
value of the author’s Bird Blog to find birds to research. (5
minutes)

4. Collect everyone around one computer (or, if available, several
computer stations). Ideally, this activity should be conducted in a
computer lab so that each student has access to one computer
with an Internet connection. Instruct them to visit each Web
resource, devoting approximately 10 minutes to each. (30
minutes)

5. At the end of 30 minutes, take another survey to see how many
students have now selected a bird to write about. Point out that as
they obtain and consider more information, they may change their
choice. Conclude session by assigning (as homework) further
investigation toward selection of a chapter within which to add a
bird encounter scene with Claire. (15 minutes)



Handout B

Web Resources and Annotations

Of the Wing trilogy Web Site
http://www.ofthewing.com

Find photographs of those birds included in The Legend Awakes at
Meet the Birds. Do not select a bird included in the book
UNLESS you intend to provide additional descriptions and
information. If you’re not sure what bird to select, review those
highlighted in the Bird Blog.

All About Birds (Cornell Lab of Ornithology)
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/search

Enter the name of a bird in the “Bird Guide” or “browse by Name
and Shape.” You’ll find photographs and audio clips. Be
particularly mindful of the Range Map, which uses color to show
the bird’s seasonal locations.

Some Winter Birds of Centre County, PA
http://www.pbase.com/bobsnyderphotography/winter birds_09

Bob Snyder, of central Pennsylvania, is a birder and photographer
who maintains and updates many galleries of wonderful photos of
the natural world. Browse here to see various winter birds, if you
plan to write a scene for chapter 10.

PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/wlhabitat/terrestrial.aspx

Learn more about Pennsylvania habitats (above) and trees (below).

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/commontr/




TEACHER RESOURCE Exercise C

Preparing to Write
What Is a Birding Encounter?

Objective: Students will narrate their own “birding encounters,” using
descriptions of setting, characters, and action.

The goal of this entire unit is for students to write about an encounter
between Claire and a bird. But exactly what is an encounter? Define an
“encounter” so that students understand what they’ll be asked to write.
You'll also want to direct students to obvious locations within the
existing chapters within which they could insert their scene.

This is the last in-class exercise to deliver before assigning students a
due date for the completed scene. Students can complete the writing
assignment at home or during class times that you designate.

Necessary Materials:

* Handout C, Writing Assignment Instructions, and Sample
Narratives for distribution.

Class Activity (45 minutes)

1. Remind your students that experience is necessary to all writing.
Ask them to think about the birds they know or see on a daily
basis. Any visual or auditory experience of a bird can become the
basis for writing a scene of a bird encounter. (15 minutes)

2. Provide examples of what the student might describe. You can
distribute Handout C or indicate the main ideas on a white erase
board. These main ideas are to 1) describe the setting, 2)
describe the characters, and 3) describe the action. (30
minutes)

3. Finally, distribute the Writing Assignment Instructions and
Sample Narratives.



Handout C
Setting, Characters, and Action: The “Stuff” of Your Scene

The questions posed below are not ones you must answer but
provide EXAMPLES of the information you can include.

Describe the setting

Be sure to provide the reader a
sensory environment to inhabit,
one that the reader can see,
hear, smell, touch, or even
taste.

Describe the characters
Identify and describe the
bird. Is it perched on a
branch singing or
scratching the ground for
insects? Is it flying? How
does Claire look? What
is her mood?

bt
Al

Describe the action

What is Claire’s interaction
with the bird (or birds)? Closely
read the sample narratives to
see how descriptions of setting,
character, and action are all
woven together.







Writing Assignment Instructions

Thumbnail photos of Red-bellied Woodpecker by Ken Thomas

Claire Encounters a Bird

* Write a scene (150 to 250 words) wherein Claire encounters
a bird (or birds) to include in The Legend Awakes.

* Write your scene for ONE of the following chapters: 10, 13,
or 16. Choose a bird encounter appropriate to the season
depicted in the chapter. If unsure, check the author’s Bird
Blog to learn of birds that visit or reside in Pennsylvania
during different times of the year.

* Beneath your name, indicate the chapter, page number, and
location within the page where you would insert your scene:

T onr Stwudent

Chapter 10; page 110. Insert after “. .. she stared obstinately
at the inky blackness outside the windows.”

Dialogue

You may or may not choose to include dialogue (where one
character speaks to another). If you do, be sure to enclose the
words spoken in quotation marks. Examine how dialogue is
treated in the sample narratives and within the book.



Example of Narrative Scene

(excerpt from Chapter 3)
Setting Characters Action
Claire’s Claire and the Claire watches the
bedroom; from | Northern Cardinal, | cardinal at her
her bed Narcissus window as he
studies himselfin a
hand mirror.

“Come on, Sammy. Get home!” she said, pounding a fist
on her pillow but then saw Narcissus, the cardinal that
loved to look at himself in her hand mirror. He perched
patiently amidst the fire-bright maple leaves, his plumage
equally brilliant. Claire knew that the cardinal, in fact,
peered into her hand mirror to see that other bird, the one
looking back at him.

She had discovered the bird’s infatuation with the mirror
when using it one day to prop up the widow. Thereafter,
she intentionally placed the mirror to draw him in. At first
hiding from view, she slowly introduced herself to the shy
bird so that now he flew to the mirror whenever she
obligingly propped open the window with it. Today, while
he pecked at his image, she studied the square black mask
of his face. It wasn’t long before she rolled off the bed to
stare at herself in the dresser mirror.




Example of Narrative Scene

(excerpt from Chapter 5)
Setting Characters Action
In the woods Claire and a flock | Claire startles a
of Wild Turkeys | flock of Wild
Turkeys

On her way home, Claire blazed a new path through the
woods, at times crawling under low branches, at times
walking stooped forward, snapping twigs.  Skidding
downward over slippery leaves, she dropped onto a rolling
hillside ledge, just as a Wild Turkey scurried toward her.

“Tuk-tuk, tuk-tuk!” the bird cried in alarm, diving off the
ledge to dodge the girl. Feathers brushed her face as the
turkey glided toward an open branch.

“Tuk-tuk, tuk-tuk, tuk-tuk, tuk-tuk,” a chorus of alarm rose
around her as startled birds crashed through the underbrush
with hard-beating wings. Claire whirled about, pulled by
sound, groping for sight of the escaping birds. Some
hopped from branch to branch, others skimmed the sky
above the tree line. Dark shadows against a dusky-grey sky.
The flock disappeared too soon, but the girl held the thrill
in her blood. And in her mind’s eye, she could still see the
naked blue head of the turkey hurtling toward her. Still see
its swinging red waddle. Looking down at the Wild Turkey
on her sweatshirt, she smiled.






